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Why use puppets

What They Say!
“A Visual aid you can use time after time

* A visual aid children will ask you about even when it’s
not in use!”

" A Friend For Life”

“Easy to use”

“Appeals to all ages!”

“Relatively Cheap”

“Wonderful for introducing and illustrating themes!”

“There’s one out there somewhere just waiting for you!
A style and a puppet to suit you!”

|"




Variety of puppets

e \We all enjoyed watching puppets Iin
action.

e Puppets can be simple or complex! Sooty
and Sweep, Thunderbirds, the Muppets,
Spitting Image, ventriloguist dolls/puppets
such a variety

e all have made their mark in the
entertainment world.




Grabs all-ages Attention

Can capture the imagination of both
adults and children in one single

performance

A Friend For Life.
use your puppet time after

time

A solo performer becomes a
double act!

A puppet is like having an acting
partner, someone to perform
sketches with and bounce lines
off.




More Than Just Entertainment

Puppets are a wonderful teaching aid. Children seem to
relate easily to the puppet often being more prepared to
listen to a puppet than a human.

| deal for :-

Children’s /all age talks in church services!
Primary School Assemblies

Sunday Schools

mid-week children’s programmes

Open airs

Old peoples events




Writing a sketch

e | earn from your audience — things that
could be Included in sketch

- think through a child’s routine
Their likes and dislikes
Telly programmes
- Pop stars, sports stars




Every day situations — feeling and
emotions children can relate to

What's it like being the person who isn't
picked for a team!

What's it like being the smallest person.

your first day at school,

how you felt when someone broke
something you made.

being chosen for something!
winning a competition!




Current events.
Think of things you may be up to now! — e.g. decorating
Current happening at school and in the news.

Keep It ‘Down To Earth’

The puppet is not the vicar, minister, preacher or the worship leader.
Not to heavenly minded or to spirituall

They are Fast Moving Visual Aid:

Main strength is illustrating, introducing, reinforcing a point or a theme!

You could use or adapt Bible Stories or fables.
Use background music, and props,
Perform raps, poems and songs!

The list Is endless!




Examples of some of John’'s Sketches

e 'Christmas means’ & Bible Story

e Don't be in such a hurry & Bible story
e Taking the blame

e Values

e Never turned away

e One or Two words

e [orgiving isn’t easy!

e Fair and Square (Rules)




Resources




